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In the last quarter century there have been many 
health officers in California who have accomplished 
conspicuous results in the advancement of community 
health, but none of them did more for the people of 
his county than did Dr. John L. Pomeroy, for 26 years 
Health Officer of Los Angeles County. Possessed of 
a dynamic personality, courageous, and ever willing 
to fight for a principle or a cause, Dr. Pomeroy was 
pre-eminently successful as an organizer. The county 
health department that he developed from an insig- 
nificant unit into the largest and one of the most effi- 
cient county health departments in the United States 
stands as a monument to the man who dreamed it 
and made it a reality. 

Prior to his selection as County Health Officer, Dr. 
Pomme was City Health Officer of Monrovia and he 
continued to serve that city as well as the county for 
some time after his appointment in 1915 as health 
officer of Los Angeles County. It would seem that 
this dual service may have been the beginning of the 
plan for. contractural health services between the 
county and the incorporated cities, which has been a 
pronounced factor in the development of the Los 
Angeles County Health Department and which has 
brought better public health administration to dozens 
of small incorporated cities within the county. In fact, 
at the present time, all municipalities within Los 
Angeles County are served by the county health unit 


with the exception of Los Angeles, Pasadena, Long 
Beach, Beverly Hills, Vernon and South Pasadena. 
The department, at the present time, employs nearly 
400 individuals who devote full time to the duties of 
their respective offices and in addition there are nearly 
100 employees who devote part time to their work in 
the department. The Los Angeles County Health 


Department was the first full-time county health unit 


to be established in California, and its organization 
occurred only a few years after the organization of 
the first full-time county health unit in the United 
States at Yakima, Washington, in 1911. 

Dr. Pomeroy’s foresight and his contribution 
toward the advancement of full-time public health 
service is indicated in the organization of the unit 
which he established and administered so successfully 
for such a long period of time. Among the attributes 
in which he was particularly successful there must be 
mentioned his appreciation of the importance of 
health education in the public health program. He 
was the first California county health officer who 
brought outstanding public health officials and admin- 
istrators from other States into Los Angeles for the 


purpose of conducting institutes and giving courses 


of instruction. Many of these were refresher courses 
for public health workers who were employed. As 
a result of the educational program, thus originated 
by Dr. Pomeroy, employees have found themselves 
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far better equipped to provide the essential services 
that the growing community demanded. 

Dr. Pomeroy was always active in his support of 
professional public health organizations. He was 


active in the American Public Health Association and — 


in the Western Branch of that organization. He could 
also be depended upon to help other health officers, 
particularly recently trained men, with little expe- 
rience in public health, to gain a foothold and to 
develop the public health administration of the com- 
munities in which they had been elected to serve. 

In spite of many intricate public health problems, 
the Los Angeles County Health Department, under 
Dr. Pomeroy has made enviable statistical records. 


In spite of a large Mexican population enviable | 


records in the reduction of infant mortality, tubercu- 
losis, diphtheria and typhoid fever were achieved. It 
is doubtful that any large public health unit in the 
United States has encountered more severe obstacles to 
suecessful public health administration and none has 
succeeded in eliminating those obstacles more effi- 
ciently than has the Los Angeles County Health 
Department. 

Death came to Dr. Pomeroy after a short illness on 
March 24th. Services were held in Forest Lawn 


Memorial Park March 27th, with more than 400 offi- 


cials and personal friends in attendance. 


HIGHWAY EATING PLACES INSPECTED 


Sanitary conditions in highway eating places and 
service stations were investigated in the following 
areas: Sacramento city limits through North Sacra- 
mento; U. S. highway No. 40 through Sacramento 
County to a point 12 miles east of the Sacramento 
city limits; U. S. highway No. 190 from junction of 
No. 6 and No. 395 south of Lone Pine through Keller 
to junction with No. 127 at Death Valley Junction; 
U. S. highway No. 127 from junction with No. 190 
at Death Valley Junction to Inyo, San Bernardino 
County line; U. S. highway No. 60 and No. 70 from 
junction with No. 99 one mile south of Ind}o to 
California-Arizona State line. 

Summary: Following is a summary of conditions 
encountered in highway eating places and service 
stations inspected during February: 


Eating places inspected_____----__--_------ 81 
Conditions satisfactory 36 
14 
Service stations inspected__.__._.__.__.________ 45 
13 
Insanitary conditions 4 


TRICHINOSIS OUTBREAKS REPORTED 


Three outbreaks of trichinosis were investigated 
during February. The most extensive occurred in 
Sonoma County where 17 cases with one death 
occurred, all due to eating pork from a home-raised 
hog, the meat being distributed to 11 families. A 


total of 68 people ate some of the pork—a total of 17, 


or 25 per cent, developing the disease. In Tulare 
County eight cases occurred from eating pork sau- 
sage. The meat came from a home-raised hog, and 
26 pounds was made into link sausage on December 
16th, the date of slaughter. On January 15th a ham 
from the same animal was made into sausage. Speci- 
mens examined in the laboratory were found to be 


infested. The severity of the illnesses was directly 
proportional to the amount of raw or partially cooked - 
sausage that was eaten. In Oakland, five cases were 
investigated. One was in a Japanese woman who 


apparently contracted the disease from eating raw 
pork sausage purchased in a Chinese meat market. 
Four cases occurred from eating dry garlic pork 
sausage, eaten raw or partially cooked. Diagnosis 
was confirmed by clinical findings and skin tests. 


- DIARRHEA OF THE NEW-BORN 


Two outbreaks of epidemic diarrhea of the new- 
born have occurred during February. One involved 
nine cases and the other seven cases, none of which was 


fatal. Strict isolation and all essential precautions 


have been taken. 


GROUND MEAT 


A recheck of retail meat markets in areas where 
convictions for adulteration of chopped meat have 
been obtained indicates great improvement in condi- 
tions. During the month a large wholesaler of meat 
products in San Diego County was fined $100 each 
on two counts of adulterating meat with sodium sul- 
phite. A guarantor for a product marketed under 
a trade name, but actually a sodium benzoate com- 
pound, was fined $50 in Merced Township. 


LEPROSY IN MEXICANS 
During February, four cases of leprosy have been 


found in widely scattered portions of the State. All 


cases were in Mexicans, three of whom have lived in 
California for 18 years, and one for 17 years. Two of 
the patients are husband and wife, but none of their 
eight children have shown any signs of the disease. 
One patient has a wife and four children, none of 
whom exhibit any symptoms of leprosy. The fourth 
patient is single and has had no family contacts. 
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OLIVE OIL IMITATIONS BANNED 


The campaign of this bureau against the so-called 
“olive oil ring’’ continued during February. Con- 
sumers who have been victimized through the sale of 
blended or imitation olive oil for the genuine article 
are now receiving full protection against itinerant 
dealers. The methods used by these men consist of 
the use of unlabeled five-gallon tins, the contents of 
which are stated as genuine olive oil. From one- 
gallon cans, three to eight ounces of the product may 
be removed, which makes the containers short weight. 
One-gallon lithographed cans bear the words 


‘‘TImported Olive Oil,’’ when, as a matter of fact, 


it is a domestic blend of cottonseed and olive oil. 
More than 3,000 gallons of olive oil were placed under 


quarantine last month as short weight. One San 


Francisco firm had purchased oil in five-gallon unla- 
beled tins and was selling the product at $2 a gallon, 
which price is incompatible with production cost. 
Most of these dealers operate under false names. 
Upon conviction in Yolo County, one of them pleaded 
euilty and was released on bonds totaling $1,500. He 
is on a year’s probation from the Oakland Police 
Court on a similar charge. Dealers have been noti- 
fied that the proper labeling of olive oil is required 
regardless of the size of the container, whether it be 
a pint tin or a large drum. 


PSITTACOSIS CONTROL 


During the month of February no shell-parrakeets 
were shipped out of the State, but five shippers re- 
ceived authorization to send to other States 128 of 
the other psittacine birds such as African love birds, 
parrots and cockatiels. Inspections were made of 17 
aviaries, and between February 24th and 28th, 332 
shell-parrakeets were collected from 11 aviaries in 
Los Angeles County and shipped to the Psittacosis 
Laboratory in Berkeley for tests. None of these tests 
have been completed to date. This represents the 
beginning of the program of testing all shell-parrakeet 
aviaries in California. | 


GENERAL HEALTH CONDITIONS 


More than 4,200 cases of influenza were reported 
during February, but these reports are not an index 
of the true incidence for the reason that approxi- 
_ mately half of them are delayed reports of cases that 
occurred in November and December of 1940. 
Chickenpox, German measles and mumps are occur- 
ring in epidemic proportions, and whooping cough is 
also more prevalent than in corresponding months of 
1939 and 1940. 


DEATH COMES TO C. H. McCHARLES 


_ (. H. MeCharles, chemist in the Food and Drug 
Laboratory of the California State Department. of 
Public Health, died in Berkeley March 28, 1941. Mr. 
McCharles graduated from the University of Cali- 
fornia in 1908, obtained his Masters Degree in 1912. 
Between 1910 and 1914 he was Assistant Professor 
of Nutrition at the University of California and 
was associated with the late Professor M. E. Jaffa, 
founder of the State Bureau of Food and Drugs. 

In 1916 Mr. McCharles assumed his position in the 
Food and Drug Laboratory. In the course of his 
professional career, he improved methods for the 
manufacture of powdered eggs, dried powdered milk 
and developed a grape syrup for use of commercial 
bakeries. He also invented several pieces of labora- 
tory apparatus that are of great value to chemists. 

During his long service with the State Department 
of Public Health, Mr. McCharles represented the 
Bureau of Food and Drugs in many important prose- 
cutions of law violators. His knowledge of food 


chemistry and his clear interpretation of analyses 
enabled the State to conduct a long series of success- 


ful prosecutions against food violators. His contri- 


bution to the advancement of public health in Cali- | 


fornia was important and he assisted greatly in plac- 
ing food and drug administration in California upon 
a sound scientific basis. 


IMMUNIZATION 


A program for diphtheria and smallpox immuniza- 
tion was recently carried on in Kings County in 
conjunction with the city and county health depart- 
ments. <A total of 938 received the first diphtheria 
injection; a total of 861 received a second injection; 
and 1,029 individuals were vaccinated against 
smallpox. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 


March 29, 1941 
Chickenpox 


1100 cases: Alameda County 13, Albany 2, Berkeléy 30, Hay- 
ward 1, Oakland 89, Butte County 1, Fresno County 25, Coalinga 
1, Fresno 7, Humboldt County 4, Eureka 2, Kern County 13, 
Bakersfield 5, Delano 1, Kings County 23, Corcoran 3, Hanford 2, 
Los Angeles County 85, Alhambra 5, Burbank 8, Compton 3, Cul- 
ver City 2, El Segundo 3, Glendale 6, Huntington Park 1, Ingle- 
wood 5, Long Beach 9, Los Angeles 117, Montebello 8, Pasa- 
dena 14, Pomona 3, San Fernando 3, Santa Monica 11, Whittier 
9, Lynwood 1, South Gate 4, Monterey Park 1, Bell 4, Madera 
County 2, Madera 3, Mendocino County 5, Merced 1, Monterey 
County 5, Napa County 1, Grass Valley 2, Orange County 28, 
Anaheim 9, Brea 5, Fullerton 3, Huntington Beach 1, Orange 2, 
Santa Ana 10, La Habra 2, Placentia 1, Tustin 10, Plumas County 
9, Palm Springs 10, Sacramento 60, Hollister 2, San Bernardino 
County 6, Ontario 7, San Bernardino 3, San Diego County 17, 
National City 3, San Diego 82, San Francisco 108, San Joaquin 
County 24, Lodi 2, Stockton 27, San Luis Obispo County 17, 
Paso Robles 3, Burlingame 38, Redwood City 2, San Mateo 10, 
Menlo Park 1, Santa Barbara County 6, Santa Barbara 5, Santa 
Maria 5, Santa Clara County 29, Los Gatos 3, Palo Alto 2, San 
Jose 7, Siskiyou County 3, Dunsmuir 1, Petaluma 1, Stanislaus 
County 1, Sutter County 2, Tulare County 1, Santa Paula 1, 
Gees. Yolo County 5, Winters 3, Woodland 9, Yuba 

unty 5. 
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Diphtheria 


13 cases: Oakland 1, Fresno County 1, Selma i, Humboldt 
County 1, Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 2, San Bernardino 
tera * San Diego 1, San Francisco 1, Stanislaus County 1, 

odesto 2, 


German Measles 


1043 cases: Alameda County 23, Berkeley 26, Livermore 1, 
Oakland 5, Pleasanton 3, Butte County 1, Fresno County 6, 
Fresno 21, Kingsburg 3, Inyo County 2, Kern County 11, Bakers- 
field 1, Kings County 2, Susanville 2, Los Angeles County 57, 
Alhambra 1, Arcadia 1, Azusa 1, Burbank 1, Compton 6, El 
Monte 2, Glendale 10, Glendora 1, Huntington Park 5, Long 
Beach 65, Los Angeles 51, Monrovia 1, Montebello 1, Pasadena 
9, Pomona 38, San Gabriel 1, Santa Monica 1, Lynwood 1, South 
Gate 6, Monterey Park 1, Maywood 1, Madera County 1, Mendo- 
cino County 19, Mono County 4, Monterery County 4, Pacific 
Grove 1, Salinas 1, Napa County 2, Napa 1, Orange County 9, 
Anaheim 7, Brea 3, Fullerton 3, Huntington Beach 1, Orange 3, 
Santa Ana 15, Seal Beach 3, Laguna Beach 3, Placentia 1, Tus- 
tin 1, San Clemente 9, Riverside County 2, Elsinore 1, Perris 
4, Riverside 1, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 15, San Ber- 
nardino County 1, Ontario 2, San Bernardino 2, San Diego 
County 838, Chula Vista 26, Coronado 4, Escondido 37, La Mesa 
6, National City 33, Oceanside 1, San Diego 197, San Francisco 
20, San Joaquin County 6, Lodi 2, Stockton 8, Tracy 1, San Luis 


Obispo County 7, Paso Robles 6, San Luis Obispo 3, San Mateo 


County 2, Burlingame 3, Redwood-_City 3, Menlo Park 3, Bel- 
mont 1, Santa Barbara County 8, Santa Barbara 2, Santa Maria 
4, Santa Clara County 2, Palo Alto 2, San Jose 1, Shasta County 
3, Redding 3, Solano County 5, Vallejo 4, Stanislaus County l, 
Tulare County 1, Oxnard 1, Santa Paula 1, Davis 5. 


Influenza 

253 cases: Berkeley 3, Oakland 1, Butte County 1, Oroville 2, 
Kern County 85, Los Angeles County 11, Compton 1, El Monte 
2, Los Angeles 23, Montebello 1, Anaheim 1, Riverside 1, Sacra- 
mento 2, San Bernardino County 1, San Diego County 1, San 
Francisco 3, Corning 1. | 


Malaria 
One case: California.* 


Measles | | 7 

428 cases: Albany 2, Oakland 8, Gridley 1, Placerville 2, Fresno 
County 1, Fresno 2, Sanger 1, Humboldt County 1, Eureka l, 
Kern County 22, Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles County 14, Arcadia 


1, Claremont 1, Glendale 3, Huntington Park 2, Inglewood 2, 


Los Angeles 42, Monrovia 3, Pasadena 2, Pomona 1, Santa Mon- 
ica 1, South Pasadena 4, Whittier 1, South Gate 4, Signal Hill 


1, Modoe County 4, Alturas 36, Monterey County 26, Monterey 


1, Salinas 1, Napa 11, Nevada County 16, Grass Valley 10, 
Nevada City 2, Fullerton 1, Huntington Beach 1, Santa Ana l, 
Plumas County 1, Banning 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento County 
2, Sacramento 9, Redlands 1, San Bernardino 2, San Diego 
County 25, Coronado 8, San Diego 5, San Francisco 5, Stockton 
1, Paso Robles 3, Menlo Park 1, Santa Barbara County 2, Santa 
Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 2, Gilroy 2, Siskiyou County 41, 
Solano County 5, Vacaville 5, Vallejo 6, Modesto 1, Porterville 
1, Tuolumne County 27, Ventura County 1, Ojai 1, Davis 2. 


Mumps 


836 cases: Alameda County 1, Albany 2, Berkeley 5, Oakland 
18, Butte County 2, Colusa County 1, Contra Costa County 11, 


Martinez 3, Pinole 1, Fresno County 2, Inyo County 4, Kern 
County 35, Bakersfield 11, Delanc 2, Kings County 1, Lassen 
County 1, Los Angeles County 141, Alhambra 7, Claremont l, 
El Segundo 1, Glendale 13, Huntington Park 7, Inglewood 6, 
Long Beach 15, Los Angeles 71, Monrovia 5, Montebello 17, 
Pomona 16, San Fernando 1, San Gabriel 4, San Marino 1, Santa 
Monica 2, South Pasadena 1, Whittier 7, South Gate 3, Mon- 
terey Park 10, Maywood 5, Bell 8, Madera 7, Modoc County 2, 
Alturas 5, Napa 1, Grass Valley 1, Orange County 31, Brea 2, 
Fullerton 2, Huntington Beach 4, Newport Beach 2, Santa Ana 
9, La Habra 17, Riverside County 13, Blythe 1, San Jacinto 4, 
Indio 8, Sacramento 3, San Benito County 1, San Bernardino 


County 2, Ontario 1, San Diego County 11, Chula Vista 1, La > 


Mesa 17, National City 2, Oceanside 1, San Diego 49, San Fran- 
cisco 74, San Luis Obispo County 1, Paso Robles 1, Redwood 
City 1, Santa Barbara County 7, Santa Barbara 20, Santa Clara 
County 4, Palo Alto 1, San Jose 5, Redding 1, Siskiyou County 
1, Dunsmuir 1, Solano County 4, Vacaville 1, Vallejo 1, Corning 
2, Tulare County 27, Ventura County 18, Santa Paula 4, Ojai 5, 
Winters 10, Marysville 1. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


47 cases: Alameda County 2, Oakland 5, Coalinga 1, Kern 
County 1, Los Angeles County 6, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 20, 
San Jacinto 1, Sacramento 1, Redlands 1, San Francisco 3, Ven- 
tura County 1, Santa Paula 1, Ventura 1, Woodland 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


143 cases: Oakland 4, Gridley 3, Calaveras County 1, Fresno 
County 1, Humboldt County 1, Eureka 1, Kern County 5, Bakers- 
field 1, Kings County 1, Los Angeles County 6, Alhambra 2, 
Claremont 1, Glendale 2, Huntington Park 1, Long Beach l, 


* Cases charged to ‘‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the State throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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Los Angeles 33, Pasadena 8, San Fernando 8, Hawthorne 2, 
South Gate l, Maywood 1, Marin County 1, Los Banos 2, Mer- 
ced 1, Alturas 1, Orange County 1, Anaheim 1, Santa Ana l, 
Seal Beach 1, La Habra 1, San Clemente 2, Plumas County l, 
Riverside County 1, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 5, San 
Bernardino County 2, San Diego County 1, San Diego 6, San 
Francisco 7, San Joaquin County 5, Stockton 1, Tracy 1, Paso 
Robles 1, San Mateo County 1, Redwood City 1, Belmont 1, San 
Jose 1, Sutter County 3, Woodlake 3, Tuolumne County 4, Ven- 
tura County 2, Santa Paula 1, Ojai 1, Marysville 1, California 1.* 


Smallpox 
No cases reported. 


Typhoid Fever 
5 cases: Angels Camp 1, Long Beach 1, Merced County 1, Isle- 


-ton 1, Tulare 1. 


Whooping Cough 


569 cases: Alameda County 3, Albany 1, Berkeley 20, Oakland 
64, Pleasanton 1, Calaveras County 2, Williams 1, Fresno County 
10, Fresno 10, Kern County 21, Bakersfield 3, Kings County 4, 
Los Angeles County 69, Arcadia 1, Azusa 2, Burbank 2, Clare- 
mont 3, Compton 38, Glendale 5, Long Beach 28, Los Angeles 44, 
Monrovia 2, Montebello 1, Pasadena 6, San Fernando 1, San 
Gabriel 5, Santa Monica 2, South Pasadena 5, Lynwood 1, May- 
wood 1, Madera County 3, Alturas 1, Monterey County 3, Nevada 
County 2, Orange County 28, Anaheim 1, Brea 3, Fullerton 1, 
Huntington Beach 3, Orange 1, Santa Ana 3, Laguna Beach 3, 
Tustin 1, Riverside 9, Palm Springs 2, Sacramento County 1, 
Sacramento 14, San Bernardino County 1, Redlands 9, San Ber- 
nardino 3, Escondido 1, La Mesa 1, National City 2, San Diego 
47, San Francisco 47, San Joaquin County 2, Lodi 3, Stockton 
3, San Luis Obispo County 5, San Luis Obispo 5, San Mateo 
County 5, Burlingame 1, Redwood City 2, San Carlos 12, Sharp 
Park 2, Santa Clara County 1, Shasta County 1, Solano County 
3, Ventura County 13. | 


_Dysentery (Amoebic) 


6 cases: Oakland 1, Fresno County 1, Los Angeles 1, San 
Bernardino County 2, Ontario 1. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
8 caseS: Pasadena 1, Santa Clara County 1, California 6.* 


Leprosy 
One case: Oakland. 


Poliomyelitis 
One case: Los Angeles. 


Tetanus 
3 cases: Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 1, San Luis Obispo 1. 


Trachoma | 
One case: Modoc County. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
One case: Porterville. 


Trichinosis 
2 cases: Los Angeles. — 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
5 cases: Yuba County. 


Food Poisoning 
4 cases: Los Angeles 1, San Francisco 3. 


Undulant Fever | 


7 cases: Kern County 2, Kings County 1, Los Angeles County 
2, Alhambra 1, Woodland 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 


5 cases: Butte County 1, Monterey County 1, Plumas County 
1, Stanislaus County 1, Sutter County 1. 


Epilepsy 


33 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles County 2, Los Angeles 12, 
Santa Monica 2, Hawthorne 1, Maywood 1, Napa County 1, San 
Bernardino County 1, San Francisco 11, Stockton 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 
2 cases: San Bernardino County. 


University of California 

Medical Library, 
4rd & Parnassus Aves., 
§an Francisco, Oalif- 


98601 4-41 6750 
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